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the East Indies, the Philippine Islands,
Southern Asia and in parts of Africa and
South America. From the long, thick, creep-
ing underground rootstalk, spring round,
jointed stalks, which send out from their
joints several shoots and one or two sharp,
rigid spines. The oval leaves, eight or nine
inches long, grow on short footstalks, and
the flowers grow in large clusters from the
joints of the stalk. Some stems grow to
eight or ten inches in diameter and are so
hard and durable as to he used for building
purposes. The smaller stalks are used for
fishing rods, walking sticks, flutes, and for
innumerable other purposes.
Cottages are almost wholly made of bam-
boo; bridges, boxes, water pipes, ladders,
fences, bows and arrows, spears, beds,
couches, tables, stools, toys, baskets, mats,
paper and masts for boats are but a few of
the other uses to which it is put. The seeds
of some species are also edible, and the
young shoots are pickled and eaten. The
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BAMBOO
bamboo is imported into Europe and Ameri-
ca as a paper material, as well as for other
purposes.
BANANA, banah'na, a tropical plant
which bears one of the best known and most
nourishing fruits used by mankind. Com-
mon as the banana is to-day, however, its
export into America is a matter of com-
paratively recent date. Though the people
 of the United States and Canada consume
about 50,000,000 bunches a year, the first
shipment to New York was made the year
after the close of the Civil War. At the
present time the fruit is raised to a certain
extent in California, Louisiana and Florida,
but the bulk of the world's crop is produced
in the West Indies and Central and South
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BANANA TREE, FRUIT AND FLOWER
Flower grows at end of stem, beyond the fruit.
America, where the United Fruit Company
has large and prosperous plantations, some
of a hundred thousand acres each, under
expert management.
The banana plant is really an herb with an
underground stem, and the trunk, which is
sometimes as high as thirty feet, is really
not a trunk at all, but is formed by the
closely compacted sheaths of the fallen leaves.
These leaves, which grow to be six or ten feet
long and one or more feet broad, have strong
midribs from which veins are given off at
right angles. The spikes of flowers grow
nearly four feet long, in small bunches,
covered by purple-colored bracts. The great
cluster hangs down from the summit of the
plant, and, as the bracts fall off one at a
time, the flowers under each bract blossom
with their faces toward the ground, but as
the separate fruits begin to grow, they turn
upward. A bunch of bananas in a store is
hung bottom side up. The bananas are
from four to ten or twelve inches long and
one inch or more in diameter, and a bunch
of them often weighs from forty to eighty
pounds,
The fruit is remarkable for its high per-
centage of starch, and it is an agreeable and

